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Blanket vs Selective Dry Cow Therapy

* Kabera, Fidele, et al. 2021. Comparing Blanket vs. Selective Dry Cow Treatment Approaches for 

Elimination and Prevention of Intramammary Infections During the Dry Period: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis. Front. Vet. Sci., 15 June 2021. v. 8.

• On conventional dairies, majority of antimicrobials are used at dry off *

• Blanket Dry Cow Therapy has been gold standard for decades

• Treat all quarters of all cows

• Easy – and reduces risk of mastitis in next lactation

• Simplifies staff workflow – particularly on larger dairies

• Selective Dry Cow Therapy uses 66% less antimicrobials than BDCT *

• No difference in intra-mammary infection *

• Drops cost

• Addresses concerns about antimicrobial resistance



DecisiveDry: Is the HERD a Good Candidate for SDCT?
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• Routinely assesses udder health 

8 test days with SCC in 12 months

• Low prevalence of infection 

Yearly Avg SCC < 250,000 cells/mL

• Few test days with spiking SCC 

< 25% of Monthly SCC Avgs are ≥ 250,000

• Contagious pathogens are under control

• Teat sealant at dry-off

• Well trained staff 

Can select cows and use proper dry-off 

procedures

Will monitor outcomes



DecisiveDry: Is the COW a Good Candidate for SDCT?

● Low SCC in current 
lactation
○ SCC < 200,000 on 

last testday
○ Average SCC for 

last 3 testdays
< 200,000
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● No recent cases of 
clinical mastitis
○ Within 90-100 

days



SDCT with Traditional Report – since 2009 
● Once per test period
● Available after testday
● Static criteria
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● No access to clinical mastitis

● Recommends additional checks

○ Producer must screen cows

● 5% herds enrolled

○ 43% when educated



Targeted Producers 
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• DataSync – backup to cloud
○ Co-hosted on-farm and DRMS 

servers
○ Easy access to DRMS web apps

• Users of Dart on-farm herd mgt
software

• 45% of DRMS cows





HERD set up Data source 
to use?

Names of 
on-farm 
Mastitis 
events?

Is herd a 
good 
candidate?

# of days to 
include?

Length of
dry period?
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COW set up No mastitis in 
?? days?

Max allowable 
SCC on last 
test day?

Cost of drugs?

Cost of
labor?
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Cows to 
treat

Eligible
for SDCT

251 cows
- 2 weeks

HERD info
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COWS to DRY

Eligible 
for SDCT
Elig = Y
Green

Cow to 
treat
Elig = N
Pink
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HERD info

Cows to 
treat

Eligible 
for SDCT

1340 cows
- weekly
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HERD info
NOT
eligible 
for SDCT

Too many 
test days
w/ high SCC

1840 cows
- weekly
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NOT 
eligible 
for SDCT

Doesn’t test 
frequently

160 cows 
- monthly

HERD info
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COWS to DRY

Eligible 
for SDCT

Elig = Y
Green

NOT 
eligible

Elig = N
Pink
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Other features
Sortable columns

Uses highlights and 
color

Wide/narrow 
versions

Click cow for all info

Export to Excel
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DecisiveDry to
Manage Selective
Dry Cow Therapy
● Customizable for the 

HERD
● Customizable for the 

COW
● Up-to-the-minute 

DATA
● Provides estimate of 

FINANCIAL IMPACT
● Delivers decision 

support COWSIDE

Summary



DRMS 2020 Annual Meeting

Questions?
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